A young \isitor keeps an eye out for
whales from the ‘ masthead' |ookout hoops.
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CSHWM Interpreter Connie Shikalis leading the
walking tour of the vill age on July 27th.

The Whaling Museum’s
summer program offerings
have drawn sizedle
crowds throughout the
month of July.

Children’s craft adivities
have dways been a hit, and
this yea is no exception.
Museum Educaors Will a
Davis, Nicole Bubdlo, Jane
DeRiso and Mary Alice
Josshave offered avaried
menu of new and dd
standby crafts to enchant
our younger visitors and
members.

New adivities havein-
cluded aworkshop m en-
graving and printing (using
scratch-foam,) creding a

cdestia telescope, and
making a kaleidoscope.
Old favorite aafts have
included shell-decorated
picture frames, miniature
ship models, scrimshaw on
plastic, and ship-in-a-jar
(easier for littl e hands than

ship-in-a-battle.)

For the adults, we have
twice off ered narrated

wal king tours of the Vil-
lage of Cold Spring Har-
bor, and feaured a day-
long demonstration by
master ship carver Sal
Polisi (creaor of our en-
trance sign and the beauti-
ful welcome signs on 25A.
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Two important portions of
The Whaling Museum's
colledions arerecaving
some significant care this
summer: we will beinstall-
ing anew moving rack sys-
tem to store our framed
paintings and prints, and
the whaleboat has just got-
ten anew cradle.

With funding provided by
the New Y ork State Coun-
cil for the Arts (NY SCA))
the Museum has engaged
CSl, aLong Island-based
museum storage company,
to install an open mesh
radk system in aportion of
the olledions gorage
room in the basement of
the Wright House. This
will alow usto hang more
than 40 paintings and
other framed works of art
seaurely and safely, while
at the same time dlowing
the staff and researchers
accesswithout the risk of
excessive handling. The
racks dide on overhead
tracks, which provides both
ease of accessand efficient
use of storage space

The new cradle in position.

A grant awarded and ad-
ministered by the Lower
Hudson Conference of His-
toricd Associations and
Museums, has funded the
whaleboat projed. In con-
sultation with the staff at
Mystic Segport and locd
boat buil der Ricardo
Vicente, we developed a
plan for the projea to fabri-
cde and install anew cradle
beneah the boat during the
summer.

Over the 62 yeas the boat
has been on exhibit, it has
dried out and lost some of
its shape. The new cradle
provides much greder sup-
port over more of the hull,
and may enable us to coax
the boat badk to its original

lines. The new cradle features
afull-length ked suppart,
additional suppart for the
ends, and five transverse sup-
ports between ked and thwart
line (rather than the three
much lower supparts for-
merly in place)

We ae dso working with a
student from Webb Institute
and locd naval archited lan
McCurdy to decument the
boat and develop a complete
set of drawings. We susped
that our boat is one of the
very few survivors from the
shop d Eben Leonard in
Acushnet, Masschusetts.
The Museum remained open
whil e the work was being
done, making an interesting
spedal exhibit for our visi-
tors.

CSl painting storage rack.
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At its medingin March,
2004 the Board of Trus-
tees of the Whaling mu-
seum Society voted unani-
mously to adopt a new and
more @ncise mission state-
ment for the organization.
Thoughthe meaning and
intent remain essentially
unchanged, the new ver-
sionis dorter and dightly

less pedfic, allowing abit
more flexibili ty to the Mu-
seum as it continues to in-
terpret the broad context of
whaling and itsimpad on

our community:

“T he mission o the Whal-

ing Museumisto colled,

preserve exhibit andinter-

pret artifacts of whaling,

whales, maritime heritage

both at sea ard ashore, and
local history, focused prin-
cipaly on Cold Sping
Harbor, New York. Coll ec-
tionsinclude objeds, im-
ages, documents, bodks
and dher materials which
pertain to these subjeds
andill uminate how whales,
ships andthe sea have
shaped our local heritage.”




The Boatbuil ders.
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The Waterfront Center and
Whaling Museum offered a
family boatbuilding weekend
on July 24-25, 2004 The pro-
gramtook place athe Water-
front Center in Oyster Bay,
NY, with staff and volunteas
from both organizaions on
hand to offer guidance and
suppart to participating fami-
lies.

Thisisthefirst yea that ei-
ther organization has gon-
sored the projed, whichis
inspired by an event creaed
by WoodenBoat Magazne.
Happily, bath groups enjoy
the suppart of a number of
voluntees who are acom-
plished carpenters and beat-
builders, so it isposdgbleto
off er the program to inexperi-
enced builders.

The boat chosen for the
weekend was the 11€8"
Bevins Skiff kit, designed
and prepared by the Alexan-
dria Segport Foundation, a

non-profit community boat-
building program in Virginia
The kit has been carefully
designed and engineeed for
quick building by inexperi-
enced hands, and the product
isareliable and serviceale
rowing boat which can carry
two adults and two children.
"The aedion of aboat with
your own handsis atremen-
doudly exciting accomplish-
ment," said Paul DeOrsay,
direcor of The Whaling Mu-
seum. "We ae very excited
to be @leto offer thisoppa-
tunity to famili esto enjoy as
ashared experience" Rob
Crafa, Diredor of the Water-

front Center, adds:"Anim-
portant asped of our misgon
isto provide opportunities for
people to get out on the water
in boats. What better way for
thisto happen than in a boat
you have built yourself?"
Cost of the program was the
cost of the kit; the setup,
guidance, todsand ather ma-
terials were provided by the
Museum and the Waterfront
Center.

Two locd famili es: the Bey-
ers of Centerport and the
Mitchells of Oyster Bay, built
boats during thisinaugural
edition of the event. Five
children ranging in age from
6 to 16 helped their parents
with every asped of con-
struction.

Both sponsors hope to dffer
the program again during the
summer of 2005 if not be-
fore. Any famili esinterested
in participating should con-
tad Museum Diredor Paul
DeOrsay.

Students from the Farming-
dale High Schoad Technicd
Honor Society and the Car-
pentry Club have made asub-
stantial contribution to the
Whaling Museum'’s Educ a-
tion programs—they have
built new benches for the
workroom, and fabricated
ship model kits for the use of

our schoadl visitors.

FHS Faculty member James
J. Lawler approached the
Museum this past fall to offer
the services of the Society
and Club, explaining that
community serviceisanim-
portant asped of the mission
of both organizations, and

that the Whaling Museum
would be an exciting “client
projed” for the group.

CSHWM Diredor Paul
DeOrsay attended the Honor
Society induction ceremony
in April, and presented cer-
tificates of appredation to the
students who participated.
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An exciting piecewas added
to the Museum's colledion in
late March. The Museum
aqquired a bible presented to
Captain Charles W. Popham
of the Steffield. The Shef-
field, aLiverpod padet with
130 mssengers aboard, struck
Romer Shoal nea Staten |s-
land in gale-forcewinds on
November 11, 1843. As
panic ensued among the pas-
sengers, Captain Popham
cdmly took charge of the
situation and saw to the safe
evaouation of all passengers
and crew as the vessl foun-
dered.

Six grateful passengers chose

It was with gred eagerness
and anticipation that |
joined the staff of the Cold
Spring Harbor Whaling Mu-
seum as its Curator in late
February of 2004 | follow
alongline of fine Curators
that have graced thisinstitu-
tion throughout its more
than 60 yea history. | hope
to carry on in their tradition
while ddingin forging an
exciting future for the Mu-
seum and its astounding col -
ledion relating to Whaling
and Cold Spring Harbor.
My badkground in maritime

to acknowledge his bravery
with the gift of aBible, in-
scribed as foll ows:

“Presented to Captain
Charles W. Popham by the
cabin passengers of the ship
Steffield, Sunday, November
12,1843 in gateful ac-
knowledgement of his skil |
and unvarying kindness,
shown throughout their bois-

terous voyage from Liverpod
to New York; and espedally
exhibited among the peril s of
the wredk of the Sheffield on
the Romer Banks, where she
was granded whilein charge
of the pilot, on Saturday, No-
vember 11, 1843...”"

The Sheffield was slvaged
and placa bad in trans-
Atlantic packet service until
the fall of 1845 when she
becane the eghth (and larg-
est by far) vessl acquired for
the Cold Spring Harbor whal-
ing flee. The Museum hopes
to display this exquisite aldi-
tion to the mlledioninthe
nea future.
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history made this Museum
of particular importanceto
me. | am the past President
of the SS United States
Foundation, an organizétion
dedicated to preserving the
pasenger liner SSUnited
Sates, the fastest passenger
vessel in the world and the
largest built in the United
States. | am also a past Di-
redor of the Northport His-
toricd Society. In addition,
| spent nealy 2 yeasas
archivist and registrar of the
American Merchant Marine
Museum in Kings Point,

NY. Whilethere | aided
in archiving that Mu-
seum's vast coll edion of
documentation from vari-
ous defunct shipping
companies, in particular
United States Lines, one
time owners and opera-
tors of the SSUnited
Sates. For afurther two
yeas| was Curator of the
SeaCliff Village Mu-
seum in SeaCliff, NY.
The two exhibits | aided
in designing; All about
Old Glory, and A Carea
in Ships: Frank Braynard
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| look forward to my
work here & the Mu-
seum moves into the
future. | know I've
landed in the right
place asl've dready
discovered that the
dedication, conviction,
and knowledge of the
staff and volunteas
are seaond to none.

- Dan S. Trachtenberg
Curator

The Whaling Museum is proudto be anong the 10% of U.S. museums which have won Accreditation by The American
Asciation of Museums. Thisis a comprehensive processdeveloped by leadersin the field to encourage and reward those
institutions which consistently employ the best pradices of the professon throughout their operations—administration, gov-
ernance, scholarship, education, interpretation, and care of colledions.

Every ten yeas, acaedited institutions must renew their standing, which entails arepea of the processof self-examination
and evaluation, followed by apee review and site visit by a ommitteeof the Accreditation Board. The Whaling Museum
has recently completed its sif-study, and will be undergoingits pee review and site visit in the coming months. We ae
most grateful to the Board, Staff and Volunteas whaose tirel essefforts have made it possble for usto achieve this standing.



